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I.  Course Description

A study of the great religions of the world today. This course is designed to introduce students to the great religions practiced in the world today. The beliefs, tenets and practices of the world's major religions will be explained and explored with emphasis given to the development of various theologies, as well as to the historical, cultural, and ethical influence each great religion has had on the world. Major World Religions is intended to inform students of the character of the various major world religions and theology. 

II. Objectives
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to perform these goals without the use of reference materials unless otherwise noted. Individual levels of performance will comply with the standards set within the textbook or through classroom presentation. These goals are directly related to the performance expected by students in exams, class discussions and written assignments. Students who satisfactorily complete this course should be able to do the following: 
III. Course Procedures
1. Students are expected to be on time and to arrive prepared for class. All work is due on the assigned day.
2. If you will have a problem meeting a due date, please come and talk to me an ahead of time (at least one week ahead in advance). 
3. Extensions will not be granted on the day the work is due, so please don’t even ask for one.
4. Exam questions will come from each of the reading assignments and other class materials.

5. Two research papers (7-8 pages) should be presented and critiqued.  List of the topics are listed below:

Academic Dishonesty. The following are forms of academic dishonesty. These practices will not be tolerated. Plagiarism: Plagiarism consists of using another author's words without proper identification and documentation of that author. Plagiarism takes the form of direct quotation without the use of quotation marks and/or documentation, or paraphrasing without proper identification and documentation. The fabrication of sources, or the act, deliberately or unconsciously, of passing another author's work off as your own are also considered to be plagiarism. 

Falsification: Falsification consists of deliberately changing results, statistics, or any other kind of factual information to make it suit your needs. It also consists of deliberately changing a sources's intent by misquoting or taking out of context. Multiple submission: If you wish to turn in the same work or use the same research, in whole or in part, for more than one course, you must obtain permission to do so from all professors involved. Failure to obtain this permission constitutes academic dishonesty. This course is a chance for you to explore your own creativity. Do so. Grading Policies Final grades for this class will be based on your performance in group discussions, unit assignments, a term paper, three major tests plus a final exam. Weightings will be applied as follows: 
Discussions/Class Participation 
30% 
Term Paper 



20% 
Major Exams 


30% 
Final Exam 



20% 

Total 




100% 

COURSE TEXTBOOK 
William A. Young, The World's Religion. (2nd Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005. 

Exams 
There will be four major exams. The first three exams will cover material covered since the last examination. The final is cumulative, covering material from the whole course. 
Papers 
	Grade
	Skills

	A
	Demonstrates excellence in grasping Key Concepts; critiques the works of others; provides ample evidence of support of opinions; readily offers new interpretations of discussion materials. 

	B
	Shows evidence of understanding most of the major concepts; is able to agree or disagree when prompted; is skilled in basic level of support of opinion; offers an occasional divergent viewpoint.

	C
	Has mostly shallow grasp of materials; rarely takes opinion of others; offers inadequate levels of supports.

	D or F
	Shows no significant understanding of materials.


IV. Course Outline
The Introductory Unit 
1. To be able to apply general academic approaches used by religious scholars when investigating a particular religion or theology. These approaches include: 
1) The Historical Approach 
2) The Anthropological Approach 
3) The Sociological/Functional Approach 
4) The Psychological Approach 
5) The Comparative Approach 
6) The Phenomenological Approach 
2. Be able to discuss various models of religious development, especially: 
1) Original Monotheism 
2) Evolutionary Development 
Unit One: Indigenous/Basic Religions 
1. Discuss common features of indigenous (basic/primal) and tribal religions. 
2. Explain shamanism and the role of the witchdoctor/medicine man in early religions. 
3. Interpret the transition from hunting-gathering societies to agricultural based societies and the development of religion. 
4. Discuss the importance of understanding early religion for human life today, being able to recognize themes from early religion, which can be found in modern religion. 
Unit Two: Hinduism 
1. To discuss the major features of Hinduism as a religion and as a philosophy, including basic terms and common concepts such as reincarnation, karma and the caste system. 
2. Be able to present the"'central message of the Hindu classics, such as the Vedas, Upanishads, and the Bhagavad-Gita. 
3. Be able to recognize the chief Hindu gods and goddesses and the myths associated with them. 
4. Discuss the importance of Hinduism and other religions of India in the contemporary world. 
5. Understand the impact of Hindu ideology on attitudes toward and practices with respect to women in India. 
6. Show Hinduism's impact on the American religious landscape. 
7. Discuss the continuing problem of the class or caste system. 
8. Engage the implications of reincarnation and karma for ethics and morality 

Unit Three: Buddhism 
1. Outline the traditional life and essential teachings the Buddha. 
2. Know how Buddhism differs from both Hinduism and Jainism and why it is called "The Middle Path" to enlightenment. 
3. List the Passing Sights of the Buddha and convey an understanding of their significance in Buddha's quest for enlightenment. 
4. Know what Buddha considered to be the central problem of humanity, which keeps it bound to the almost endless cycle of samsara. 
5. Know the "Four Noble Truths" which Buddha preached. 
6. Discuss the major schools within Buddhism; the Theravada and the Mahayana schools, and how they spread to various parts of Asia. 
7. Distinguish between the Pure Land sect and the Intuitive sects of Mahayana Buddhism.
 8. Present the importance of Buddhist practices, especially meditation as it pertains to the achievement of enlightenment and the goal of nirvana. 
9. Explain the psychological and philosophical aspects of Buddhism over against elements of theism. 
Units Four and Five: Jainism and Daoism 
1. Explain why "Reform Movements" such as Jainism and Buddhism sprung up during the 6th century BC in India and why they became separate from Hinduism. 
2. Distinguish between the Jain view on karma and reincarnation from the Hindu View. 
3. Define "Ahimsa" and give examples of how this teaching is applied in Jainism. 
4. List the "Five Vows" of the Jains. 
5. Be able to distinguish the differences between the various groups of Jain monks; the Digambaras, the Svetambaras and Sthanakavasi sects. 
6. Understand the concepts of Yin/Yang, the I-Ching, Ancestor Veneration, and the historical perception of the Chinese mindset as it relates to the world at large. 
7. Know and be familiar with the Taoist concepts of "Wu- Wei" and of living meekly in harmony with nature. 
8. Discuss how the Taoist goal of immortality led it into superstition and magic. 
Units Six and Seven: Confucianism and Shinto 
1. Be able to discuss how Taoism and Confucianism can be perceived as both philosophies and as religions. 
2. Explain the different roles of Confucianism in China. 
3. Know and be able to list "The Five Relationships" according to Confucius. 
4. Know the reasons behind and be able to discuss the motivation of applying Confucian ideas according to its two leading adherents, Men-Chu and Shun-Tzu. 
5. Explain how Shinto became the name for the traditional native religion of Japan. 
6. Talk about the ancient creation myth and the development of the various gods and goddesses in Japanese folklore. 
7. List the five rules of the Bushido, the Samurai code of conduct. 
8. Explain the role of Seppuku (Hari-Kari) or ritual suicide in Japanese society. 
9. Distinguish between the three forms of Shinto: State Shinto, Sectarian Shinto, and Domestic Shinto. 

Unit Eight: Judaism 
1. Present the ancient and modern history of Judaism, especially the role of the prophet in the life of the Jewish people 
2. Explain how the Babylonian captivity fundamentally changed the religion of Israel. 
3. Know the core elements of Jewish theology found in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
4. Be familiar with the composition of the Jewish scriptures; especially be cognizant of how the Hebrew Bible is divided into three sections; Torah (Law), Nevi'im (Prophets), and the Kethuvim (other Writings, both prose and poetry). 
5. Know and understand how rabbinical interpretation of the Talmud has shaped Judaism. 
6. Know and be able to distinguish between the three major branches within Judaism.
7. Discuss the importance of practices and observances in Judaism, including the observances of holidays as a way of life. 
8. Explain the importance of the Nazi holocaust to Jewish thinking. 
9. Discuss the state of Israel and the meaning of the existence of a Jewish state to modern Judaism. 
10. Discuss the most popular expressions of Jewish spirituality and how they compare with others religions, especially Christianity and Islam. 
Unit Nine: Christianity 
1. Place the life and teaching of Jesus in a historical context of first century Judaism and the Greco-Roman world. 
2. Discuss how Jesus is seen by Christians to fulfill the role of the Jewish Messiah. 
3. Summarize the basic Christian teachings and beliefs. 
4. Explain the historical development of the Christian religion from apostolic times through the Seven Ecumenical Councils to the present. 
5. Discuss the importance of Constantine to the history of Christianity. 
6. Be able to explain the role of the Scholastic method in Western Christianity and the difference between scholaticism and apophaticism. 
7. Be able to discuss the major differences between Eastern Orthodox Christianity and Western Christianity (both Roman Catholic and Protestant groups). 
8. List several reasons for the Protestant Reformation. 
9. Be able to explain the events in the life of Martin Luther and his role as "Father of the Reformation". 
10. Know the major families of Christianity. 
11. Distinguish between the Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox understandings of the concepts of grace, and salvation. 
12. Discuss the position of Christianity in the world today. 
Units Ten and Eleven: Islam, Zoroastrianism, and Sihkism 
1. Understand Zoroastrianism and its influence on the other great monotheistic religions of the Middle East and the West. 
2. Explain why Zoroastrinianism is considered to be dualistic (dualism) in nature. 
3. Compare and distinguish Zoroastrianism‘s dualism with the monotheism of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 

4. Be familiar with Zoroastrian eschatology. 
5. Be able to trace the roots of Islam in Jewish, Christian, and traditional Arab religions.

6. Explain the historical role of the Islamic faith and its influence on Western culture.
 7. Discuss the basic teachings and practices of Islam. 
8. Dist the Five Pillars of Islam and know the role they play in the life of a Muslim. 
9. Summarize the major schools of Islam: Sunni Shiite and the Sufi movement. 
10. Distinguish between Sunni and Shiite Muslims. 
11. Know where the Shiites are a majority or significant minority. 
12. Discuss the concept of "Jihad" and the growth of "radical Islamic fundamentalism”. 
13. Interpret the place of Islam in the world of today. 
14. Talk about the role of women in Islam past and present. 
15. Discuss Sikhism as a syncretism between Hinduism and Islam. 
16. Distinguish between a "Precursor" and a founder of a religion, especially as found in Sikhism. 
17. Know what factors were involved in turning Sikhism from a pacifistic faith to a militant religion. 
18. List and know the meaning of each of the five aspects ("The 5 K's") of the Singh branch of the Sikh religion. 
19. Know the major shrines and the significance of the Sahib Granth. 
20. Explain the relationship of the Sikhs to their neighbors in India and the success of the Sikh community in the West. 
Unit Twelve: New Religious Movements 
1. Explain the main categories of New Religious Movements and what social and religious situations helped them develop as they have. 
2. Understand the differences between these various new religions and their parent Religions. 
3. Be able to explain the difference between Wicca, the New Age Movement and Neo-Paganism and older forms of witchcraft/paganism. 
4. Be able to discuss the pressures involved in the development of racist movements or movements that promote violence as a vehicle for religious change. 
Unit Thirteen: Religious Questions: Morality and Ethics 
1. Understand the positions of the major religions on the ecological/environmental movement. 
2. Be able to discuss the perspectives of the major religions on matters of economic Equity and justice. 
3. Be able to discuss perspectives of the various religions on issues concerning the place and value of human life, including: Abortion, Euthanasia, War (and the “Just War” theory and its modern applications/difficulties) Capital Punishment Gender and Sexualit

